
BeiliLiv:Foreground,Lure/Forest,2009,
redthreadandneedles:onwall,
Origin.2008,Chinesespiritmoney,
7½feetindiameter;atTarrynTeresa.

EXHIBITIONREVEWS

LOSANGELES
BEILILIU
TARRYNTERESA
AChineselegendrepresentedby
lengthsofredstring,aTaoist-like
emblemcomposedofrolled"spirit
money"andamiasma(sotitled)offuzzy
blackyarnwereamongthesixworks,
eachmateriallysimplebutmetaphori-
callyrich,intheinauguralshowofthis
galleryinarehabbedindustrialbuilding.
BeiliLiu,bornandraisedinChina,

studiedatAmericancollegesandnow
teachesattheUniversityofTexasat
Austin.Herexhibition,"ThreeThousand
TroubledThreads,"wasinsomeofits
referencesveryChinese.Thegallery
providedanarrativeforthelargest
installation,Lure/Forest(2009),which
consistedofhundredsofcoileddisks
ofsatinyredstring,rangingfromthe
sizeofaquartertomaybe6inchesin
diameter,allsuspendedafootorso
abovethefloor.Liuhereevokesthe"red
threadoffate,"whichinChinesecultural
mythologylinksloversfrombirthand
maytanglebutwillneverbreak.
Giventhatinformation,viewerscould
puzzleouttheconnectionsofsome
pairsofdisksbytracingafewfinered
threadsamongthevastnumberlooping
voluptuouslyonthefloorbelowthe
disks.Mostly,though,thetangleproved
impenetrable,perhapssymbolicofthe
complexityofexistence.Regardlessof
thissuppliedmeaning,theinstallation
waslusciousincolorandexpansive
indimension,aswellasaffectingly
tremulousaseachdiskhungfreely,sug-
gestingbothindividualsinacrowdand
somelarge,respiringorganism.
Thespirit-moneypiece,a7½-foot
circleonthewalltitledOrigin(2008),like-
wisehadaspecificculturalassociation
aswellasmaterialqualitiesthatmadeit
fascinatingbeyondthat.Spiritmoney

fakecurrencyburnedasofferingsfor
ancestorstouseintheafterlife-was
presentedhereintightrolls,somenew
andsomecharred,thatwerearranged
onthewalltolooselysuggesttheTaoist
yin-yangsymbol.Theshallowreliefpiece
isapowerfulgraphic,andtherollsecho
thecoilingofthereddisksnearby.
Aconcernwithprocessandsubstance
wasalsoevidentinLiu'svideoinstalla-

tion,Tie-Untie(2008),showninadark-
enedbackroom.Onthefloorapileof
cordsperhaps6feetlongandafoothigh
hadacenterdepressionintowhich,from
aprojectoroverhead,pouredimageryof
aknottedmassofvermilionthreadfloat-
ingindarkwater,apairofhandsworking
tountangleit.Theactionisrepetitive,
perhapsfutile,butcertainlygraceful.
Gravityseemsheldinabeyanceinthe
imagery,andthetextureofthe"screen"
confusestheviewer'ssenseofpalpabil-
ity.Thatthevideoisloopedresonates
withthelinearandcircularconstructions
throughoutthissubtleshow.

-JanetKoplos

Website Designed at Homestead™ Get a Website and List Your Business

http://sitebuilder.homestead.com/~site/builder/modals/goback.html
http://listings.homestead.com/

